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BACKGROUND INFORMATION

INTRODUCTION TO GUTTENBERG

Purpose

This section presents an overview of the community and the factors
that have affected development in Guttenberg. These factors--the
location of physical features and early history-- have played an im-~
portant role in the evolution of the community from wilderness to a
rural population center,

Tocation and Size

Guttenberg is a progressive community of about 2, 200 persons lo-
cated in Clayton County in northeastern lowa. It is located in Jeffer-
son Township on the Mississippi River along U.S. Highway 52, as
noted on Map 1-1, Guttenberg is both a residential and an industrial
community providing housing for persons employed locally and out-
side the community, as well as serving as a place of employment for
many area residents. Major employers in the community include Hil-
ton Mobil Homes, Utah Electronics (just developing into a major
employer), Oaktron Manufacturing Company (just established and ex-
pected to grow rapidly), and numerous other public and private con-~
cerns. ‘

Recreation facilities include a large river front park, several nearby
camping facilities and a nearby nine-hole golf course., The commun-
ity is located along both the Great River Road and the Hiawatha Pio-
neer Trail and is the site of the U. 8. Lock and Dam No, 10 with a '

U. S. fish hatchery located just below the lock and dam, Fishing, hunt-
ing and sightseeing are major tourist attractions. In addition to facili-
ties in the immediate Guttenberg area, a wide variety of regional
facilities are available to residents of the community, including the
Turkey River Mounds State Park south of Guttenberg, the Bixby State

- Park near Edgewood, the Backbone State Park south of Strawberry

Point and numerous areas along the Mississippi River itself. The

river itself affords vast recreational opportunities in fishing, boating
and other water sports.
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HISTORICAI NOTES

Although Guttenberg did not legally become Guttenberg until 1851,
its history predates that year by nearly two decades., As the settle-
ment first developed on the west bank of the Mississippi, it was the
French community of Prairie la Porte, meaning door of the prairie,
When counties were first set up in the region in 1837, the settlement
became the administrative capital for Clayton County and for all of
what is now Minnesota. The first court session in the district was
held in the settlement in 1838. B

In its early years, the settlement frequently was embroiled in con-
troversy over laocation of the county seat. Eleven elections on the
question were held in the county over a 20-year span ending in 1860;
The first controversy grew in 1840 and in an October election Prairie
la Porte retained the county seat by a mere 10 votes over Garnavillo.
But, just three years later, a governor's commission voted to move
the county seat to Garnavillo, Prairie la Porte regained the seat in
1848, and a celebration complete with parade and a band marked the
return of the county seat to the settlement. Just a year later, though,
Garnavillo was successful over Prairie la Porte and Elkader in re-
gaining the seat. But, 10 years later, the reorganized and growing
town of Guttenberg again became the county seat. In 1860, however,
it was moved to its present location in Elkader,

With the loss of the county seat in 1849, many county employees,
attorneys and their employees left Prairie la Porte. As one research-
er on the community's history put it, "The town just fell apart." It
then was acquired by the Western Settlement Society of ‘Cincinnati,
Ohio, which sold many of the properties to German immigrants.

The settlement was reorganized as Gutenberg--with one "t"--in 1851,
but a printing error by an eastern firm on the second plats added the
second "t" in 1854 or 1855. Twice in recent years, the community
has voted on whether to drop the second "t", but each time the pro-
posal has been defeated. Originally, Guttenberg was named after the
famous German printer, Johannes Gutenperg (1398-1469) most noted
today for printing early copies of the Bible.
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PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS

Topography

Guttenberg is located in a region of northeast Iowa where agriculture
and agriculturally oriented industries are the mainstay of the economy.
Lands surrounding the community are characterized by strongly slop—
ing to steep terrain, with large areas free of cultivation, including
many tree-lined creeks and waterways. About 50 percent of Jefferson
Township is rolling to strongly rolling, while another 35 percent is
steep. Other areas are strongly sloping to steep. Such terrain, al-
though ranging from difficult to impossible to cultivate, frequently
makes good pasture land, as is the case over wide areas of Clayton
County. Parcels that can be cultivated in the Guttenberg area, gener-
ally, are small and irregular in shape, providing less than 1dea1
conditions for modern cultivation equipment,

The Mississippl River, of course, is the major waterway in the region,
The Turkey River enters the Mississippi just south of Guttenberg,
Other minor water courses dot the rugged landscape. Guttenberg it-
self is located on a relatively flat plain between the Mississippi and a
steep tree-covered bluff. These factors have molded Guttenberg's
development in an elongated shape with low, frequently flooded areas
between the developed area and the bluff, Elevations range from 603

to 912 feet above sea level and the land generally slopes to the east.

Soils

Guttenberg shares general soil characteristics with Clayton, Allama-
kee, Dubuque and Jackson Counties and parts of Winneshiek and Fay-
ette Counties. Soils in the Guttenberg area are derived from the major
soil group termed loess, Loess is an accumulation of soil dust which
settled from the atmosphere in a very dry period of Iowa geological
history. In an unweathered condition, it is an even-grained material
composed mainly of silt and ranges in color from a light grayish brown
to a yellowish brown. Approximately 95 percent of the soils in the
Guttenberg area are derived from loessial material,

A limited amount of bottomland soils, which includes large quantities
of sand, also exist in the Guttenberg area, including the developed
area of the town itself. For the most part, these soils were deposﬂ:ed
by the Mississippi.
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Topsoil in Jefferson Township, for the most part, is deposited direct-
ly on limestone bedrock without any glacial soils in between., Glacial
s0ils are seldom found in Jefferson Township, although they do exist
in other areas of Clayton County, particularly the northwest sections.

Major physical characteristics influencing future expansion are, of
course, the river and bluff, the low areas that frequently hold water,
the highway and the railroad rights-of-way and the location of exist-
ing development,

Climate

The climate at Guttenberg is the humid continental type quite typical
of the corn belt region of the Midwest. The growing season averages
145 to 150 days from mid-April to mid-September. Rainfall during
the growing season totals about two-thirds of the annual average of
approximately 33 inches. The average annual temperature is slightly
over 85 degrees, rising to an average slightly above 65 degrees in
June, July and August. ’

Transportation

Guttenberg is presently served principally by U. S. Highway 52 which
is a major north-south route that runs from south of Dubuque to
Minneapolis and St. Paul.

Guttenberg operates a municipal airport with a 2, 600 -foot turf run-
way for small aircraft. The airport land is leased from a private
owner on an annual basis. Two privately-owned hangars are located
at the facility at the north edge of Guttenberg on a peninsula jutting
out into the Mississippi River, Nearest regularly scheduled airline
service is at Dubuque,
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